First Things -

A Semi-Monthly Newsletter for Members and Friends

Our Vision: “In the spirit of our compassionate Christ, we are a family of growing believers
serving all of God’s people in an ever changing world!”
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Dear Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,

The celebration of the new year
is a time to evaluate what has
happened and what we want to
have happen. Itis also a time to
consider the price tags of what
we have and what we want. As
we look to the future and the
calling of a new pastor it is a
time to look at all ministries and
the way they are conducted.
Which are viable and which are
done because they have
always been done, only now
without enthusiasm? Who will
lead and participate in the
ministry? How are we
structured to do ministry and
how is that working? What has
changed? What are the things
that seem to never change,
either because we won't let
them or the situation is
stagnant? What new and
exciting things does God have
in mind for us if we are willing to

try?

These are some of the
questions with which we will
wrestle in the coming weeks.
One of the ways to discern
whether God is calling us to
something different is to try new
things. Over the coming weeks
we will try different things in

worship. You may like some
and not others. None will be
permanently adopted immedi-
ately. The experience will
definitely help you know what
speaks to you and what
detracts or drains you. This will
be of help to the search
committee as they speak to
candidates.

Knowing what God is calling
you as a congregation to do,
how God is calling you to do it
is critical as you search for a

new pastor. You need to
evaluate  everything  from
ministry and staffing models to
the needs of the community, to
the participation level and
commitment level of the
congregation, to the available
resources. Some of this explo-
ration may be painful, some
joyful. Some may lead to
actions that are necessary but
difficult because they affect
things that have been
engrained for a long time but
are no longer practical or
viable. Some may open new
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and exciting opportunities of
which you have not thought.

In the end, the scrutiny and
accompanying discomfort is
worth it. To realign with God’s
will is to gain God's trust and
encouragement.  God  will
provide resources when you
are aligned. God will not fund
those things that do not take
the church in the direction God
wants to go. How we steward
our resources is a critical part of
aligning with God’s purpose.

The New Year and the years to
come hold great promise. God
has blessed this congregation
with many gifted people. If we
utilize the gifts we have been
given to accomplish what God
has planned then this congre-
gation will have an extraordi-
nary year and will be able to
look back at this interim time as
a tipping point that provided the
momentum for many more
years of a ministry that makes a
large difference in God’s world.

Talk with me. Ask the questions
this raises. Pray a lot.

Blessings for the journey,
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First Friends

With this writing, we are liting up Joyce Poland in our prayers, as she has been hospitalized
and is in intensive care with serious complications. We also lift up Mary Poland, who has to
undergo some physical therapy for some numbness in her legs. Prayers are being lifted up
for Jeremy McCourt as he prepares to enter training for the Naval Reserves in Florida.
Congratulations go to Terri and Al Carey, proud grandparents of Avery Ann, born to their
daughter Kara. Prayers are also extended to John Landis’ daughter Angie, as she
j undergoes some physical difficulties. We also want to remember Charlie Sperry in prayer,
|| ashe undergoes some testing. Naomi Collins had to go in the hospital for several days, and
Cwe pray that she will recover soon. News has come of the death of John Menery, who grew
up in this church and was baptized and married here to Karen Menery. John's parents were
Ted and Marguerite Menery. We have been asked to remember Karen in our prayers as she
goes through the grieving process. If you know of other church friends who you would like to
mention for prayer, please contact the church office.
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Coming Soon....3 on J

"

No, it's not a basketball tour-
ney. It's more like a social
"get-to-know-you" opportuni-
ty! The idea is that 3 different
families sign up to meet with
each other over a 3 month
period, once a month in each
family's home, or out at a
restaurant. “Families” is de-
fined loosely; you can be

Dear FBC Family,

single and still be a “family”.
Sign-ups are anytime now
through January, to begin
Feb - May.

There will be sign-up sheets
in the narthex on the Wel-
come Center table. One fami-
ly needs to be the "initiating
family" who will help get the 3

families' calendars together
and decide on a first meeting.
"Initiators" please sign on the
first line. Then others can
sign up after you.

The whole idea is that you
sign up with folks you might
not know very well, and
would like to know better!

Thank You Notes...

Thank you for thinking of me at Christmastime with the plaid, red and green

placemat.

centerpiece on top of it.

more, and we appreciate that so much.

~ Joyce Phillips
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| put it in the middle of our table and placed our Christmas
It perfectly complimented our
holiday setting. Your kindness warmed our season even
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WHO SAYS WORKING ON
YOUR MARRIAGE HAS TO
FEEL LIKE WORK...
We at First Baptist are excited
to help sponsor the Community
Wide Marriage TUNE UP
Conference! With our financial
support, and that of four other
churches, this conference gives
married couples a chance to
“‘work on and celebrate” their
marriage in a relaxed atmos-
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phere filled with laughter, in-
sight, and interaction with your
spouse.

Please join FBC’s point couple,
Dave & Jenn Hitchcock, in at-
tending this conference. Mar-
riage TUNE UP will begin on
Friday, February 3 at 6 pm with
a session dismissal at 9:45 pm.
Conference will resume  Sat-
urday, February 4 at 8:00am
with a session dismissal of
12:45pm. The Conference will
be held at First United Method-
ist Church, 315 W. Larkin

Spiritual Care Conference

Every year, MidMichigan Medical Center hosts a Spiritual Care conference. This
year, the date is Thursday, Jan. 26. The special speaker is Elana Rosenbaum,
University of Massachusetts Medical School. She will discuss how
"mindfulness" is an innate human capacity to pay wise attention to what is
happening in one's life. There will also be a time to experience and learn a
meditation on compassion and loving-kindness. These conferences are always
excellent. They are also free! However, you do have to register your attendance,
by simply calling 837-9090. Pastor David Brown is planning to attend. How about

from the

you?

Marriage Tune - Up Conference

Street, Midland.

Dave & Jenn are very excited
for those already registered,
seven FBC couples! Jeff and
Debby McElroy offer you a
unique opportunity to enrich
and celebrate your marriage.
You may register online at
www.tlcmidland.org or contact
Dave & Jenn Hitchcock,
989.832.3822. Registration is
FREE of charge for Active
Military, EMS, Police or Fire
Personnel.
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Alma College Choirs To Sing At FB(

Alma College Choirs are coming in
concert to First Baptist!!

Saturday, Feb. 18 in the evening,
we will be treated to a choral
concert with about 95 college
students. They will be singing for
us, helping us celebrate our 2nd
annual Skidmore Concert Series.
One of our responsibilities is to
provide a meal for the students.

If you are interested in helping out in
this manner, please contact David
Brown.

Save the date and plan to invite your
friends. This is an excellent college
choral program!
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Service Opportunity

Are you looking for an opportunity to provide a valuable service in our church's ministry?
Available immediately with the Take Note Children's Choir program is a "Snack Coordinator"
position. Rehearsals are on Mondays, and the snack person needs to be here from 3:00 pm
(ish) until 4:30 pm (ish). Further details can be shared by contacting Susan Brown, at
835-7009.
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White Cross For Friendship House

THE WHITE CROSS IS UP!

The white cross is up in the Narthex from January 15 until January
22nd. The overland quota this is for Friendship House in
Hamtramck.

Please consider helping and take a tag! All items should be
returned to FBC with the tag attached and placed around the white
cross in the Narthex no later than January 29, 2012.

Returnable Can & Bottle Drive

Is that pile of empty pop cans building up in your garage? Why not donate them to the FBC Youth
Mission Trip! As you may have heard, the youth of FBC will be going on a mission trip to Tennessee
this July. We will be collecting all returnable cans and bottles beginning this week and continuing up
until July. All proceeds will go towards the cost of the trip. If you would like to drop them off at the
church, it would be very much appreciated! If you need the youth to come and get them please
contact Rich.

Cell Phone Fundraiser

The Youth Mission Team is embarking on a Cell

Phone Recycling Fundraiser. We will be collect-

=¥ ing old cell phones throughout the year. Once we

receive 10 phones we will ship them off in return

for a check. Phones can be turned into the church office

throughout the week or they can be given to Rich or Kofi

Ofori-Darko on Sundays. So if you have recently gotten a new

phone for Christmas bring in your old phone to help the Mission
Team in there trip to Washington, DC.
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ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

\
|
The Annual Meeting will take place on Friday, Feb. 10 at 6:30 pm in the Chapel. The Scouts will hold their annual |
spaghetti dinner prior to our meeting, beginning at 5:30 pm. This is a fund-raiser for the Scout troop that meets here. |
|
|
J

The meeting will be a time of considering annual reports, and looking ahead at what our future holds. Please plan to
attend!
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Journcy ‘Mian

AFunEvent Designed :
to Connect Boys & their Dads

pcoming
Events

Guaranteed good time! Prizes, Games,
Food, Coupons for sports stuff...

Presentations & Guided
Conversations about:

» Self-esteem » Masculinity » Healthy relationships
Go away with a Game Plan for Success!

Sunday, January 29, 2012
2 pm-5pm
$10 per family (payable at door)

(ﬁ""“’D}% Wednesday, February 1st, 8-9 PM

Journey’s Coffee House
Downtown Midland » 201 East Main Street

WALK
STRONG

e P D e

AD

COFFEE TALK

A iree evening for men with Jay Laffoon

How to Love a Woman

Upcoming == 20t

To register send name, , phone and age/ of to:
kurt@premidland.org
For more information, call 835.1500

shelt@ §Iw_€é@
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GREAT ESCAPE WINTER RETREAT
Thursday Jan 19—Sun. Jan, 22nd

Itinerary: We will leave from the church, at two different time (TBD)
depending on Thursday night skiing, which is optional, and return
back to the church by 4 PM on Sunday. We will be able to ski on
Friday or go to the Waterpark. Saturday is open to go snowshoeing,
sledding and tubing. We will be skiing/tubing at Boyne/Schuss and
snowshoeing at Pine River or Tahquamenon Falls State
Park. Students will be expected to help in the kitchen, participate in
devotions and have fun. Students do not have to ski, tube or snow-
shoe to come on this event. We’'ll have time for games, reading,
conversations and all kinds of fun.

Leaders: Our Adult Leaders are Jim & Debbie Hitt, Rich & Sue
Williams and Chuck McCourt.

Lodging: Hitt's have opened up their cottage to us for the long
weekend. We will be in Central Lake, MI. The group can be contact
by cell phone 989-859-3332. Students will need to bring sleeping
bag, pillow, toiletries and smiles.
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2012 SUMMER MISSION TRIP & NATIONAL
BAPTIST YOUTH GATHERING - IMMENSE:

The Team has nailed down a number of items. The Mission
Trip will be to Washington, DC. We will travel by train from
Toledo, OH to Washington DC on Jan 14. We will be working
with the Team Effert July 15-20. We will minister in shelters,
missions, children’s programs, clubs, churches, parks, residen-
tial hotels, food banks, soup kitchens, and neighborhood
centers. From July 20-23 we will sightsee some of our national
treasures. The Immerse experience, which is only for 8th-12
grade students, in Washington, DC is from July
24-28. Students unable to attend Immerse will travel home with
adults by train on July 25. The rest of us will return to Midland
on July 29 in the early morning. The Team will be hosting an
informational meeting for all parents on January 22 at 3:30pm.

HIGH SCHOOL

SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘. X

y 9@ JANUARY - MAY
2012

We will be working to build spiritual habits,
spiritual growth, community, and accountability,
Each student has a daily devotional book that we
will use throughout the year.

Students are expected to spend 5-10 minutes
each day on the devotional thought, scripture and
prayer. Each Sunday students will check in on
their week, share thoughts about the devotionals
and pray for one another.

We will meet up in the Youth Room every Sunday
except January 22, February 19, April 1 and 8.

JANUARY & FEBRUARY Y OUTH
CALENDAR

Jan 29: Youth Group 6-7:30 PM Sledding at City Forest
or Ice Skating at Civic Area
Weather Dependent...We need snow!!!

Feb 5: Superbowl Party 6ish location TBD
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I Date
| January 15 9:30 AM | Worship Service
11:00 AM | Sunday School
I 12:00 PM | Midland Chinese School
| 4:00 PM | Youth Bells
| 4:45 PM | Youth Choir
I 5:30 PM [ Concert Bells
I January 16 8:00 AM [ Team Network Mtg. (Harmony)
3:45 PM | Take Note!
| 7:00—8:30 PM | Boy Scouts (Hearthside)
I January 17 7:00 PM | Knit For Kids (Harmony)
: January 18 7:00 PM | Chancel Choir
I January 19 ALL DAY | Youth Ski Trip - Ends on Sunday, 22nd.
| January 22 9:30 AM | Worship Service
11:00 AM | Sunday School
I 4:00 PM | Youth Bells
| 4:45 PM | Youth Choir
I i 5:30 PM [ Concert Bells
I January ¢s 3:45 PM | Take Note!
I 7:00—8:30 PM | Boy Scouts (Hearthside)
I January 25 4:30 PM | Cong. Care Mtg. (Harmony)
| 7:00 PM | Chancel Choir
I January 26 ALL DAYFBC Staff @ Spiritual Care Seminar
12:00 PYArticle Submission Deadline for Feb. 1 Newsletter
I January 29 9:30 AM | Worship Service
| 11:00 AM | Sunday School
| 12:00 PM [ Midland Chinese School
| F 4:00 PM | Youth Bells
o) 5 4:00 PM | Boy Scouts (Hearthside until 6:30 PM)
I (- 4:45 PM | Youth Choir
I II - 5:30 PM | Youth Activity & Concert Bells
St 6:00 PM | Youth Meal
I 6:30 PM | ALL Youth o
I —
January 30 3:45 PM | Take Note!
| 7:00—38:30 PM | Boy Scouts (Hearthside)
|
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I FBC Church Services and Functions may be Videotaped for Shut-in distribution and broadcast on MCTV.
I If you are interested in viewing our services, they will be broadcast on Charter Cable MCTV Channel 99 at 2:00 PM Thursdays,
\ and on Channel 97 at 8:30 PM, Wednesday evening.
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